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According to Facebook™, Twitter™, and Snapchat™, there’s a big event happening tonight. There will be 

high dollar TV commercials, a Katy Perry show, lots of chili and chips consumed, and I hear there will 

also be a football game.  

I don’t know one thing about football, so here’s your proof that I really did prepare for this sermon: I 

looked it up, so I know that tonight the New England Patriots will play the Seattle Seahawks. (Be 

impressed.) 

People in this country care an awful lot about who is going to win this game tonight. I mean, I am 

absolutely blown away by how much they care and how sure they are that they are right in their 

predictions. Some say that the Patriots have the advantage of wisdom with their star quarterback Tom 

Brady. Others say that the Seahawks are the better team all around and that their quarterback Russell 

Wilson is like a younger version of Tom Brady.  

It’s amazing how much energy has gone into these predictions. Team averages, players strengths and 

weaknesses. Who has the better offense and under what conditions. Whose defense is superior and 

why. These are, by the way, opinions; and they vary widely. 

One expert, Bette Marston, said this: “New England is the more complete team right now, and Seattle 

won't be able to keep up with Tom Brady and his offense.” 

Another, David Flemming said this: “The young, brash and fast Seahawks defense will do to Tom Brady 

exactly what it did to Peyton Manning a year ago.” (That means he thinks the Seahawks are going to 

win, I think.) 

But the thing is, none of them really KNOW who will win the Super Bowl. It’s not like they are Prophets 

or anything. 

Prophets are something different all together. IN the Hebrew Scriptures, The Old Testament, Prophets 

had several functions. Last week, we talked about Jonah. Now Jonah’s job was to warn the Ninevites of 

the potential effects their behavior could cause. Because the Ninevites turned from their behavior, they 

were saved from themselves. In this case, Jonah was a prophet who warned people.  

Prophets also preached to followers of Yahweh, calling them to repentance. You may remember Nathan 

who spoke to King David about his behavior with Bethsheba. In 2 Samuel 12, we read that Nathan 

pointed out the King’s sin to him and David subsequently repented. So Nathan was a preaching prophet. 

Prophets also told the future, which we see recorded here in Deuteronomy as one of their functions. But 

also in this text, we are given the idea that among all prophets, Moses is the archetype. The model. The 

ideal. 

Now let’s back up for just a second and remind everyone that Deuteronomy is presented as the teaching 

of Moses. So these words that we read in these verses, whether or not they came from the actual pen of 



Moses, they represent his teaching, the message he received from God. So since he is the archetype, 

let’s look at who he is. 

Moses was born at a time when the Hebrews were being oppressed by the Egyptians. He grew up and 

by a complex chain of events found himself on the run from the Egyptian law. He landed in Midian, in 

the desert, where he married a Midianite woman and settled into the life of a shepherd. 

But God had other plans. God chose Moses to lead God’s people out of oppression and into freedom. 

God voiced this plan to Moses at which point Moses said, “Um, no thanks.” God encouraged Moses in 

that Godly way, saying Moses would not be alone, God would go before him. And Moses said, “Um, not 

a good idea God.” Eventually, having run out of excuses, Moses reluctantly agreed to go along with what 

he surely believed was an ill-conceived—if divine—plan.  

This far from perfect prophet is the ideal? That’s what the word says. The word says very plainly that 

prophets are not perfect, they are called by God in spite of their imperfections. 

So anyway, with God’s, and his brother Aaron’s help, Moses did indeed lead his kinfolk from Egypt, out 

of slavery, and into the desert. But, since they were all human, they did not live happily ever after. See, 

the folk didn’t care for the diet out in the desert and they were grouchy and fussy. Moses eventually got 

some help from his father in law, but really, things were rough. Finally, after about three months, Moses 

goes up on Mount Horeb (also called Mount Sinai) and talked with God—or really listened to God. 

During this time, Moses spoke to the people a couple of times—gave them a sort of update on what was 

happening with God. Ex. 19:8 and Exodus 24 tell us that the people said something like, “We got you. 

We’ll do everything you say.” In Exodus 20:19 though, just after Moses has delivered the 10 

Commandments the people say, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or 

we will die.” That’s the verse recalled in Deuteronomy 18:16. But here’s the thing. This wasn’t just a 

reminder. This was a call to return to that mindset.  

It’s as if these verses said to the people, Go back to the desert for a minute. Remember when I was up 

on Mt. Horeb? 

And the people would have remembered.  

They would have remembered the fire by night and the cloud by day. They would have remembered the 

hunger, the fear, the confusion. They would have remembered the presence of God.  

If Moses could have stopped there—at reminding them of the presence of the LORD God at Horeb—that 

would have been one thing. They could have recalled God’s majesty without being changed. They could 

have enjoyed a nice nostalgic moment, thinking back on the good old days when God’s presence was so 

real, so powerful.   

But Moses didn’t stop there. Moses said, “. . . that day of the assembly. . .”  

“Oh, that day,” they must have mumbled, looking away, down at their feet, anywhere but at Moses.   

Moses probably stared on, waiting. And they heard his inaudible message in their spirits, “You 

remember the one, don’t you? When you said, if I hear the voice of the Lord my God blah blah blah? 

Remember that?” 



And they did. You know they did. They remembered how real God felt and how undeniable their faith 

was. They remembered thinking, “I will never doubt again. I will never question God’s power. I will never 

wonder. This experience is big enough that if I never see the face of God again, it will be too soon for me 

too have forgotten God’s wonder.”  

But of course they forgot. I mean, only a few chapters later, they were tossing their nose rings in Aaron’s 

calf mold. They forgot just that quickly! 

In that moment, surely there realized and remembered how they had forgotten. I bet they hung their 

heads and turned their backs and said, “Will we ever get this right? Will we ever be enough? What is 

wrong with us?” 

But there’s more. God’s not done yet. God says, “I’m a God of second chances. God says, Moses isn’t the 

end. God has so much more in store for the people of God.” 

In 2 Peter, we learn more about just what that plan is. We hear from eyewitnesses that God the Father 

has given humanity Jesus Christ. Peter says, “Look, I know this, I was there. I was on that holy 

mountain—you know the one? Mount Sinai! I was there when God called him Son. So you can trust me,” 

Peter says. But he doesn’t stop there. He says, “So yeah, we’ve confirmed the message. It’s real. Jesus is 

real. Because Jesus, through the power of the Holy Spirit, by the grace of God, calls to humanity.” 

Clarence Jordan says it this way in his version of scripture, the Cotton Patch Gospels.  

For when we made known to you the power and the presence of our Lord Jesus, we didn’t bait 

you along with polished sermons; rather, we spoke from first-hand experience of his greatness. 

For we were there on the holy hill with him when he accepted from Father-God honor and 

praise, as a voice came to him with surpassing glory. With our own two ears we heard that voice 

coming in from heaven and saying, “This is my dearly loved Son, of whom I’m real proud.” 

Also, we put the prophetic word on a more solid footing, and you’ll do yourself a favor by 

clutching it as though it were a light in a dismal swamp, and hanging on to it until day breaks and 

“Light-bearer” rises in your hearts. 

Understand this from the outset: No prophetic writing launches itself. For prophecy is never 

produced by human volition; instead, as men get carried by Holy Spirit, they speak for God. 

Letters from Partners Rock, Jack, & Joe, published in 1969 by Clarence Jordan, page 11. This booklet was later included in The Cotton 

Patch Gospels, by Clarence Jordan. 

And I think what Jordan touches on here, that we could be quick to overlook, is that we are all called to 

be bearers of that light. Through the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, we are called to the 

swamps of the world to bear light. Theologian Henri Nouwen says that “Christians who seek to carry 

that light must be people who are so deeply in love with Jesus that they are ready to follow him 

wherever he guides them, always trusting that, with him, they will find life and find it abundantly.” 

Will you bear the light into the swamps of the world? You may just be the prophet God is calling. 

 


